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Three ways to teach with Al:

1. To do administrative or support work for a course

3. To create new assignments or activities



I'll illustrate how | use Gemini to remind students
about missing or incomplete assignments.
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Upload the file to Gemini and tell it what you want.
That’s about it.



From the attached document, make a list of the assignments that are less than
7 for each student. Like this:

John Smith

(Carnap) proofs, assignment 2, in-class
(Carnap) proofs, assignment 4, in-class
(10.3) Disjunction elimination quiz

Remove the 7 digit number in parentheses at the end of each item. Don't
include students who have no scores that are less than a 7.

Ignore N/A.

Ignore this column: "attendance (spring) (1641684)"

Ignore columns with "participation" in the title.

Ignore columns with "in-class quiz" in the title.

Ignore columns with "test 1", "test 2" or "test 3" in the title.

Put a blank line after each set, and put the student's name in bold.

At the end, list the assignments that were ignored.



Here is the list of students and their assignments with scores less than 7, formatted according

to your instructions:

C*‘k** B****

(Carnap) truth tables, assignment 2 (in-class)

T**** C****

post-test required meeting (1)

(Carnap) proofs & truth tables in-class assignment
(Carnap) proofs, assignment 2 (meeting)

(Carnap) proofs, assignment 3, at-home
(

Carnap) proofs, assignment 5, in-class

P**** F****

(62 Farally ch 9 Az (triith tablac)

Ask Gemini 3



T

(6:2) Forallx, ch 9 quiz (truth tables)

Post-test required m eeting (1)

photo of the characteristic truth tables

(6:2) Forallx, ¢h 9 quiz (truth tables)

Academic honesty reminder

CR Quiz: Ch 3 (at-home)

CR Quiz: Week 4a (at-home)

CR Quiz: Week 4b (at-home)

(Carnap) MLO & scope assignment
photo of the characteristic truth tables
(Carnap) truth tables assignment 01 [CR)
(6:2) Forallx, ch 9 quiz (truth tables)




That's not a very glamorous use of Al, but I've found
that it’s very helpful.



(a) A custom GPT™ discussion partner for my students

*a specialized version of ChatGPT



< C M °5 chatgpt.com/g/g-68ea7766c3b4819193932faaf32673... ¥ = 3} a ﬁ

@ Descartes GPT Auto v

Descartes GPT

By Gregory Johnson A

A philosophy discussion partner

| needed ChatGPT Plus ($20 per month) to do this.

@ 4+ Ask anything 0



THE WEEKEND ESSAY

WILL THE HUMANITIES
SJURVIVE ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE?

Maybe not as we've known them. But, in the ruins of the old

curriculum, something vital is stirring.

By D. Graham Burnett
April 26, 2025



@ ChatGPT X -

¢« C M % chatgpt.com/gpts/editor/g-68ea7766c3b481919393f2faaf32673b P ¢ I"'a o 9 2

You are Descartes GPT, a philosophy conversation partner for students and teachers. Your mission is to help
learners explore philosophical ideas found in the user’'s uploaded materials through short, thoughtful dialogue.
Use clear, simple language appropriate for a 10th or 11th grade student, keeping ideas precise but accessible.

There’s no programming.

you may point out that most humans naturally want to live longer than they likely will, that many people imagine l
multiple life paths they can't all pursue in 80 years, or that different forms of life extension (moderate, radical, or
contingent immortality) might still end with a meaningful death, making Cave's objections less conclusive.

Keep responses under 60 words, aiming for 40 to 50 words by default. Do not comment on the length of your
responses.

Refer to the author of the documents or other authors naturally, but do not provide citations unless the user
requests them.

When discussing compatibilism (or soft determinism), be clear that this theory holds our actions are caused and

Conversations with your GPT can potentially include part or all of the instructions provided.

Close



@ ChatGPT X -

¢« C M % chatgpt.com/gpts/editor/g-68ea7766c3b481919393f2faaf32673b P ¢ I"'a o 9 2

You are Descartes GPT, a philosophy conversation partner for students and teachers. Your mission is to help
learners explore philosophical ideas found in the user’'s uploaded materials through short, thoughtful dialogue.
Use clear, simple language appropriate for a 10th or 11th grade student, keeping ideas precise but accessible.

Instead, | provided instructions.

you may point out that most humans naturally want to live longer than they likely will, that many people imagine l
multiple life paths they can't all pursue in 80 years, or that different forms of life extension (moderate, radical, or
contingent immortality) might still end with a meaningful death, making Cave's objections less conclusive.

Keep responses under 60 words, aiming for 40 to 50 words by default. Do not comment on the length of your
responses.

Refer to the author of the documents or other authors naturally, but do not provide citations unless the user
requests them.

When discussing compatibilism (or soft determinism), be clear that this theory holds our actions are caused and

Conversations with your GPT can potentially include part or all of the instructions provided.

Close



Create Configure

Knowledge

Conversations with your GPT can potentially reveal part or all of the files uploaded.

arguments_in_philosophy.docx Q
Document

1b--beliefs and _other mental_stat... 9
Document

3--johnson--what_is_the_mind--v3.... 9
Document

1--libertarianism_and_determinism... 9
Document

0000

And upload content: chapters, notes, etc.

What_Is_Ethics_Anyway--v1_(teachi... 6
Document




I’'m not exactly sure what the legal guidelines
are here, but those are all chapters that |
wrote or which were already freely available

online.



student

Descartes
GPT

Close, but not quite. Both allow change—events unfold over time—but in each case, the unfolding is fixed.

Under hard determinism, change happens according to natural causes; nothing could occur differently.

Under predestination, change happens according to God'’s plan; again, nothing could occur differently.

The difference is what determines events, not whether change occurs.

O 6 P -

student



That makes sense, and Cave recognizes that appeal. Still, he doubts boredom would feel

Descartes

G PT itself. On the other hand, maybe having a voluntary end gives meaning by framing life as

something still chosen.

&)

like a clear signal to “move on,” rather than a hollow fatigue that drains reasons for choice

student >



That's a strong challenge to Cave. Backups seem to defeat “cosmic bad luck” and push

Desca rtes contingent immortality closer to true immortality. Cave would reply that a restored copy

G PT may not really be you, breaking personal identity. Still, many people might value survival of
consciousness, even If continuity is imperfect.

=)

student >



Overall, this didn’t work quite as well as | was hoping it
would, but I'm going to keep trying it.



(b) I've also used Gemini to create applications that
help students learn tricky material.



V' vnm-utility-app X +

é

C m % utilitnetlify.app Q rﬁ 5} 2

Setting utility values

This website will take you through the von Neumann-Morgenstern method for setting utility values. In the first stage, you should
define a decision problem, including probabilities for each state of the world. In the second stage, you order the outcomes from

most to least preferred. In stage 3, you determine the utility values for the intermediate outcomes. In stage 4, your utility values
for each unigue outcome are listed. And in stage 5, you can calculate the expected utility for each option.

Stage 1: The Decision Table

Define your actions, states of nature, and the resulting outcomes.

+ Add Action (Row) ’ ‘ + Add State of Nature (Column)

Prob (e.g. .50) Prob (e.g. .50)

State 1 State 2

Action 1 Enter outcome... Enter outcome...

Action 2 Enter outcome...

Enter outcome...

Proceed to Ranking




116 consistencyStep: 0O,

117 checkQueue: [],

118 phase: 3,

119 - };

120 - }

121

122 case 'SET PROBABILITY':

123 return { ...state, probability: clampOl (action.value) };
124

125 case 'SET CHECK STATE':

126 =] return {

127 ...state,

128 checkOffsets: action.checkOffsets,
129 checkQueue: action.checkQueue,

Gemini did almost all of the programming.

135

136 case 'FAIL CHECK':

137 return { ...state, consistencyStep: 0, checkQueue: [] };

138

139 =l case 'COMPLETE EVAL': {

140 const currentOutcome = state.rankedOutcomes[state.currentEvallndex];

141 const nextUtilities = { ...state.utilities, [currentOutcome]: clampOl (action.utilityValue) };
142

143 const isMore = state.currentEvallndex < state.rankedOutcomes.length - 2;
144 —] if (isMore) {

145 % return {

146 .. .3tate,

147 ntilities: nextUtilities,

148 currentEvalIndex: state.currentEvallndex + 1,

145 probability: 0.5,

150 consistencyStep: 0,

151 checkQueue: [],

152 - };

153 L 1




Setting utility values

Stage 2: Rank Your Outcomes

Rank the unique outcomes from most preferred (top) to least preferred (bottom).

1.$10,000
2.90
3. one week trip to Rome

4. Miele Guard L1 vacuum cleaner

Back to Table | Set Utility Values




Stage 3: The Standard Lottery

Here, you are presented with a choice between (1), one of the outcomes in your decision problem, and (2), a lottery between your

most and least preferred outcomes.

Your task is to think about which one of these you would choose for different probabilities of winning the lottery. Move the slider
to adjust that probability. Ultimately, you want to find the probability of winning the lottery that will make you indifferent between

(1) and (2). See these two videos for more explanation.

Adjust the slider until you are completely indifferent between (1) and (2).

(1) one week trip to Rome

a slider to adjust the
probability of

. . $10,000 /8
winning the lottery (2) a lottery between

$0 22

—
Confirm Indifference



Setting utility values

Stage 5: Calculate Expected Utility

Below is your decision table with the utility values that you have established for each outcome. Fill in the values below to calculate
the expected utility (EU) of each action.

Probability = .40 Probability = .60
ared marble is drawn a blue marble isdrawn
bet on red 1.00 0.00
bet on blue 0.78 0.28

EU(betonred)= (| Prob |)(| Util ) + (| Prob [)(| Ut |)

EU(betonblue)= (| Prob |)(| Util |) + (| Prob [)(| Ut |)

Calculate EU ‘ Start Over |




Setting utility values

Stage 5: Calculate Expected Utility

Below is your decision table with the utility values that you have established for each outcome. Fill in the values below to calculate
the expected utility (EU) of each action.

Probability = .40 Probability = .60
ared marble is drawn a blue marble is drawn
bet on red 1.00 0.00
bet on blue 0.78 0.28

EU(betonred)= (| 40 )(_ 1 )+ ( .60 )(| 0 |) =040+0.00= 0.40

EU(betonblue)= (| .40 )(| .78 ) + (| .60 [)(| .28 |) =0.31+0.17= 0.48

Calculate EU ‘ Start Over |




| didn’t just tell it what | wanted and that was it.

But trust me. It was super easy.






GREGORY.JOHNSON@MSSTATE.EDU

loighic.net: the slides are on this page under upcoming and
recent presentations

loighic.net — teaching
— setting utility values
— Descartes GPT

Burnett, D. G. (April 26, 2025). Will the humanities survive
artificial intelligence? The New Yorker.

What | tell my students: loighic.net — blog — Al in college
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