
Trying to navigate a train wreck and 

a wave of technological innovation 

Greg Johnson 
gregory.johnson@msstate.edu

loighic.net  These slides are posted here.

Department of Philosophy & Religion | Division of Arts & Sciences, Meridian



Three ways to teach with AI: 

1. To do administrative or support work for a course

2. Letting students use it for their regular 

coursework—maybe with some guidance or after 

modifications to the assignments.

3. To create  new assignments or activities



1. To do administrative or support work

I’ll illustrate how I use Gemini to remind students 

about missing or incomplete assignments.



Download the gradebook from Canvas.



Upload the file to Gemini and tell it what you want. 

That’s about it.



From the attached document, make a list of the assignments that are less than 
7 for each student. Like this:

John Smith
(Carnap) proofs, assignment 2, in-class
(Carnap) proofs, assignment 4, in-class
(10.3) Disjunction elimination quiz

Remove the 7 digit number in parentheses at the end of each item. Don't 
include students who have no scores that are less than a 7. 

Ignore N/A.
Ignore this column: "attendance (spring) (1641684)"
Ignore columns with "participation" in the title.
Ignore columns with "in-class quiz" in the title.
Ignore columns with "test 1", "test 2" or "test 3" in the title.

Put a blank line after each set, and put the student's name in bold.

At the end, list the assignments that were ignored.







That’s not a very glamorous use of AI, but I’ve found 

that it’s very helpful.



3. To create new assignments or activities

(a) A custom GPT* discussion partner for my students

*a specialized version of ChatGPT



I needed ChatGPT Plus ($20 per month) to do this.





There’s no programming.



Instead, I provided instructions.



And upload content: chapters, notes, etc.



I’m not exactly sure what the legal guidelines 

are here, but those are all chapters that I 

wrote or which were already freely available 

online. 
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Overall, this didn’t work quite as well as I was hoping it 

would, but I’m going to keep trying it.



3. To create new assignments or activities

(b) I’ve also used Gemini to create applications that 

help students learn tricky material. 





Gemini did almost all of the programming.





a slider to adjust the 
probability of 
winning the lottery







I didn’t just tell it what I wanted and that was it. 

But trust me. It was super easy. 
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loighic.net: the slides are on this page under upcoming and 

recent presentations

loighic.net → teaching

 → setting utility values

 → Descartes GPT

Burnett, D. G. (April 26, 2025). Will the humanities survive 

artificial intelligence? The New Yorker.

What I tell my students: loighic.net → blog → AI in college
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